WISCONSIN STATUTES RELATED TO SUICIDE PREVENTION
WI 115.365 Assistance to schools for suicide prevention programs.

(1) The purpose of this section is to enable and encourage public and private schools to develop
programs designed to prevent suicide among minors.

(2) The department, in conjunction with the department of health and family services, shall:

(a) Develop and conduct training programs in suicide prevention for the professional staff of
public and private schools and county departments under ss. 46.215, 46.22 and 51.42. The
programs shall include information on how to assist minors in the positive emotional
development which will help prevent suicidal tendencies; the detection, by minors, school staff
and parents, of conditions which indicate suicidal tendencies; the proper action to take when
there is reason to believe that a minor has suicidal tendencies or is contemplating suicide; and the
coordination of school suicide prevention programs and activities with the suicide prevention and
intervention programs and activities of other state and local agencies. Persons other than the
professional staff of public and private schools and county departments under ss. 46.215, 46,22
and 51.42 may atiend the training programs. The department may charge such persons a fee
sufficient to cover the increased costs to the department of their participation in the programs.

(b) Provide consultation and technical assistance to public and private schools for the
development and implementation of suicide prevention programs and the coordination of those
programs with the suicide prevention and intervention programs of other state and local agencies.

W1 118.01 Educational goals and expectations.

(1) Purpose. Public education is a fundamental responsibility of the state. The constitution
vests in the state superintendent the supervision of public instruction and directs the legislature to
provide for the establishment of district schools. The effective operation of the public schools is
dependent upon a common understanding of what public schools should be and do. Establishing
such goals and expectations is a necessary and proper complement to the state's financial
contribution to education. Each school board should provide curriculum, course requirements
and instruction consistent with the goals and expectations established under sub. (2). Parents and
guardians of pupils enrolled in the school district share with the state and school board the
responsibility for pupils meeting the goals and expectations under sub. (2).

(2) Educational goals.

(a) Academic skills and knowledge. Since the development of academic skills and knowledge is
the most important goal for schools, each school board shall provide an instructional program
designed to give pupils:

7. The skills needed to make sound decisions, knowledge of the conditions which may cause and
the signs of suicidal tendencies, knowledge of the relationship between youth suicide and the use
of alcohol and controlled substances under ch. 961 and knowledge of the available conununity
youth suicide prevention and intervention services. Instruction shall be designed to help prevent
suicides by pupils by promoting the positive emotional development of pupils.

WI 118.295 Suicide intervention; civil liability exemption. Any school board, private school,
county children with disabilities education board or cooperative educalional service agency, and
any officer, employee or volunteer thereof, who in good faith attempts to prevent suicide by a
pupil is immune from civil liability for his or her acts or omissions in respect to the suicide or

- attempted suicide. The civil ligbility immunity provided in this section is in addition to and not
in lieu of that provided under s. 895.48 (1).



