MHA’s Peer-to-Peer Grant Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
Grant application found here – Due January 16,2026
What can we use the funds for? 
The Peer-to-Peer Suicide Prevention Grant is a competitive grant program established for Wisconsin elementary, middle, and high schools. Recipients of a grant may use the funding to support an existing evidence-based peer-to-peer suicide prevention program (Hope Squad, Sources of Strength, NAMI Raise Your Voice, REDGEN, or Youth Aware of Mental Health (YAM)) or to implement a new program. For schools wanting to implement different peer-to-peer programs, please provide evidence linked to the program's effectiveness.
Allowable costs include: 
· Training fees for staff and/or students
· Substitute teacher fees are allowed, but NOT staff time for staff becoming trained in peer-to-peer programs
· Curriculum costs related to the peer-to-peer program
· Transportation costs associated with peer-to-peer training or activities
· QPR training costs
· Materials and supplies (limit $1,000) 
· "Apparel" is considered materials and supplies. It includes uniforms used to identify peer program leaders. Apparel used for promotional giveaways is NOT allowed.
· Some examples of allowable supplies: Art supplies used for program activities, gift cards for students as prizes, fidget toys used in program activities
· Speaker or presenter fees (limit $1,250)
Costs cannot be used towards food, assemblies, and please refer to this document for other unallowable costs for this grant.
Can I submit the same application used for the Dept. Of Public Instruction (DPIs) peer-to-peer grant? 
No. Each grant requires its own narrative submission and budget information. Applying for the DPI opportunity does not affect eligibility for this grant.
Can I apply for a grant to cover multiple schools or a district? 
One application is allowed per school. To apply for multiple schools within a district, please submit separate applications for each school. 
Can we use the funds to pay for peer-to-peer grant activities that occurred from September 2025-January 2026?
YES! You can submit invoices and receipts for reimbursement for any approved peer-to-peer program activities that occurred from September 7, 2025-June 30, 2026. Please make sure that your school’s business manager is aware of this timeline and that we need an invoice and receipts for ALL approved expenses.
Can we use the funds to pay for something that will happen in the following school year? 
Funds must be used to support activities happening before June 30, 2026. 
When do schools receive the funds? 
The grant period ends June 30, 2026. Schools will be reimbursed at the end of the school year after submission of their grant invoice, supporting documentation (all receipts for grant expenses and W9), and final report survey by the deadline of June 30, 2026. MHA cannot send schools the money up front, only through reimbursement for approved costs incurred.
How do we invoice for reimbursement? 
· An End-of-Year Report Survey will be sent by MHA in May 2026. This survey must be completed on Survey Monkey and submitted to us by June 30, 2026, and should be completed by the Project Lead. 
· Invoices must be submitted to MHA by June 30, 2026, by the Business Services Manager. Invoices can be submitted earlier but will be paid within 60 days of June 30, 2026. To invoice MHA, email Kelsey Van Hoorn (kelsey@mhawisconsin.org) an invoice listing all expenses for which you are seeking reimbursement, all corresponding receipts, and a current W9.
Who can I contact with questions? 
1. Kelsey Van Hoorn, Zero Suicide Program Coordinator: kelsey@mhawisconsin.org - Kelsey is the main point of contact for schools applying and receiving the grant. She can receive and confirm invoices and outgoing payments and answer any questions you might have with the application, allowable costs, and approve proposed budgets. 
2. Erica Steib, State Suicide Prevention Program Manager: erica@mhawisconsin.org - Erica is familiar with some of the peer-to-peer program content and supports other youth suicide prevention efforts in her role. She can answer questions about best practices for youth suicide prevention.
 
What are the next steps after submitting this application? 
Grant applications will be reviewed after January 16, 2026, and notification of status will come within 30 days. If more information or clarification is needed, MHA will contact the Project Lead listed on the application. If accepted, schools will receive a Notice of Award letter and will also be asked to provide a Letter of Commitment from school leadership. 



